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As a first step of processing, text often has to be split into sentences and tokens. We call this
process segmentation. It is often desirable to replace rule-based segmentation tools with statistical
ones that can learn from examples provided by human annotators who fix the machine’s mistakes.
Such a statistical segmentation system is presented in Evang et al. (2013).
As training data, the system requires the original raw text as well as information about the
boundaries between tokens and sentences within this raw text. Although raw as well as segmented
versions of text corpora are available for many languages, this required information is often not
trivial to obtain because the segmented version differs from the raw one also in other respects.
For example, punctuation marks and diacritics have been normalized to canonical forms by human
annotators or by rule-based segmentation and normalization tools. This is the case with e.g. the
Penn Treebank, the Dutch Twente News Corpus and the Italian PAISÀ corpus. This problem of
missing alignment between raw and segmented text is also noted by Dridan and Oepen (2012).
We present a heuristic algorithm that recovers the alignment and thereby produces standoff
annotations marking token and sentence boundaries in the raw test. The algorithm is based on the
Levenshtein algorithm and is general in that it does not assume any language-specific normalization
conventions. Examples from Dutch and Italian text are shown.
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